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JAACOV KATAN - CURRICULUM VITAE

Address: 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, The Robert H. Smith Faculty of Agriculture, Food and Environment, Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology, P.O. Box 12, Rehovot 76100, Israel

Telephone:
972-8-9489217, Cellular: 972-548-820043
Fax:

972-8-9466794

E-mail:

Yaacov.katan@mail.huji.ac.il


U.R.L. http://departments.agri.huji.ac.il/plantpath/katan.html

1.
Areas of Research

Soil-borne plant pathogens: biology and control; soil solarization for controlling soilborne diseases; soil microbiology; biological control; interactions between pesticides and soil microbes; breeding for resistance.

2. Personal Data and Appointments (including studies and training)


1936
Born in Bagdad, Iraq.


1951
Immigrated to Israel.


1951-1954
Miqve-Israel Agricultural High School (Matriculation and diploma).


1954-1959
The Faculty of Agriculture of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. M.Sc. (with special distinction). Major subject: Plant Pathology. Title of Thesis: "Chemical Control of Tomato Fusarium wilt. 


1959-1962
Military service.


1962-1967
Ph.D. Thesis on the subject: "Studies on the Life Cycle and Multiplication in Soil of Fusarium oxysporum f. lycopersici”.


1965
Research for 3 months on soil fungi, under Prof. A. Burges, at the Hartley Botanical Laboratories. University of Liverpool, England.


1967-1968
Research Associate (one year) at the Department of Botany and Plant Pathology, Michigan State University, USA, working with Prof. J.L. Lockwood on effects of pesticides on soil pathogens and microorganisms.


1969
Lecturer, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Faculty of Agriculture, Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology.


1972
Senior Lecturer in Plant Pathology, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.


1975-1976
Visiting Professor, The University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, USA, working with Prof. E. Lichtenstein on pesticides in soil (sabbatical leave).


1976
Associate Professor in Plant Pathology, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.


1979
Professor in Plant Pathology, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.


1982-1983
Visiting scientist at the Pesticide Degradation Laboratory Beltsville, MD, USA, working on pesticide degradation in soil, with Dr. D.D. Kaufman (sabbatical leave).


1986-1989
Head, Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology. The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

2000-2001
Visiting scientist, The University of Minnesota, Department of Plant Pathology 


(Sabbatical leave).

2001-2002
Head, Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology. The Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem.



2004-

Professor Emeritus, Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology. The Hebrew 


University of Jerusalem (continues to be active in research and academic activities).





Marital status:  Married (1965) with two children.

3. Awards and Special Appointments
 
1967-1968
Fulbright Postodoctoral Travel Grant.


1976
Cohen Award for distinguished achievements in Plant Protection (on soil 




solarization).


1977-1979
President, The Israeli Phytopathological Society.


1981-1986
Appointed by the President of Israel to the Council of Higher Education.


1982-on
Frequently elected as the 'Outstanding Teacher' by the students of the Faculty of Agriculture.


1990
The incumbent Buck Family Chair in Plant Pathology and Microbiology.


1991
Fellow of the American Phytopathological Society.


1991
Foreign member of the Russian Academy of Agricultural Sciences.


1992
Presented a special medal by the Portuguese Society of Plant Protection.


1994
The M. Millikan Prize, a special award of distinction in teaching (The Hebrew University).


1994
The Rothschild Prize in Agriculture, bestowed upon him by the Speaker of the Kenneseth (Israeli Parliament).

1997 Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.


2000

Presented a medal by the Rector of the University of Torino. 


2003

The Jakob Eriksson Prize in Plant Pathology, awarded jointly by the Royal Swedish 




Academy of Sciences and the International Society of Plant Pathology.


2003
Awarded the Rector Prize of the Hebrew University for excellence in research and teaching. 

2003 Awarded the Award of Distinction by the International Society of Plant Protection (at Beijing).

2004

Presented a special medal at the International Congress of Soil Disinfestation 





(Corfu, Greece).

2004

First Honorary President, The Israeli Phytopathological Society
2008

Presented a special award by the Crop Council, bestowed upon by the Minister of 



Agriculture, for Katan' contributions to Plant Pathology



2008

The first soil solarization article in Phytopathology (1976) was included in the 




timeline of the Centennial celebration of the American Phytopathological Society. 



The timeline indicated major breakthroughs in Phytopathology in the last 100 years.

2008

Vice-President of the 9th International Congress of Plant Pathology, Torino, Italy.

2009
Special Award by "Alliance International" recognizing the contribution to agriculture in Israel and the world over.

2013
Fellow of the International Society of Plant Pathology.

2014
Israel Prize in Agriculture and Environment Research (bestowed upon by the President of Israel).

2015
Chairman of the Faculty of Agriculture Alumni Association.

4. National Scientific Activities (by invitation)


1967
Member of the Organizing Committee of the First Israel Congress of Plant Pathology.


1972-1974
Editor of 'Chemical Control of Plant Diseases' (publication of the Israel Phytopathological Society).


1972
Invited by the Phytopathological Society of Israel to give an introductory lecture (on soil-borne diseases), at the opening of the biannual meeting of the Society.


1972-1975
Member of the Board of Director of the Israel Phytopathological Society.


1974
Chairman, Programme Committee of the 4th biannual meeting of the Israel Phytopathological Society.


1976
Member of the Board of Directors of the Vegetable Branch. Ministry of Agriculture.


1976-1979
Member of the Scientific Committee for the Research and Development of the Southern Project.


1986
Member of the USA-Isarel Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund (BARD) Evaluation Committee for Plant Protection.


1986
Chairman, Ben-Gurion Awards Committee in Agriculture.


1989
Invited by the Israeli Microbiological Society to present an invited lecture at the Annual Meeting.


1989 
Invited by the Israel Phytopathological Society of Israel to present a keynote lecture at the First Israel-Italian Symposium of Plant Pathology.


1992
Member of the Board of The Israeli Academic Center, Cairo under the Israeli Academy of Sciences.


1994
Appointed by the Israeli Ministers of Environment and Agriculture as a Chairman  of the national committee on methyl bromide and its alternatives.


1996
Member of the Technical Advisory Committee of the USA-Israel Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund (BARD).


1998
Member, The Supreme Committee for Academic Promotion, The Volcani Center.


1998
Memer of the Academic Committee, Chief Scientist of Ministry of Agriculture.


1999
Member of board of Center for Landscape, Environment and Agricultural Research, The Volcani Center.


2002
Member of Organizing Committee of International Symposium in Agriculture and 
the Environment. Tel Aviv.


2003
Presented a Keynote address (on Soilborne pathogens) at the annual meeting of the 
Israeli Phytopathological Society.


2007
Presented a Keynote address (on Soilborne Diseases of Cucurbits) at the national 
meeting of the Vegetable Growers.


2009
Presented a Keynote address at the annual meeting of the Israeli Phytopathological 
Society.

 5.
International Scientific Activities (by invitation)


1967
Member of the International Commission for Plant Protection, The International Society for Horticultural Sciences.


1969
Secretary and Organizer of the International Symposium, in the framework of the 19th International Congress of Horticulture. Subject of Symposium: 'Production of Healthy Plants by Therapeutic and Other Methods, the Maintenance and Use'.


1974-1976
Member, Board of International Society of Plant Pathology.


1982
Member of the organizing committee of the 5th International Verticillium Symposium.


1985
Elected to the Board of the Mediterranean Phytopathological Union.


1985
Invited as a consultant for 10 days to the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) at Hyderabad, India.


1986
Chairman, closing session, 5th International Verticillium Symposium at Guelph, Canada and member of the organizing committee, 6th International Verticillium Symposium (held in Leningrad).


1990
Invited to the 6th International Verticillium Symposium and a member of the organizing committee, Leningrad.


1992
Appointed as a Co-Chairman of the Methyl Bromide Soil Fumigation committee in the framework of the United Nation Environmental programme (UNEP).


1993
Invited to the Institute of Plant Protection, Skerniewize, Poland.


1993
Scientific coordinator of multinational research (seven countries) on methyl bromide.


1994
Co-organizer of the sixth International Symposium on Verticillium, Dead Sea, Israel.


1994
Member of the Steering Committee of the International Verticillium group.


1995
Chairman,standing committee, the International Plant Protection Congress.


1996
Member of the Organizing Committee of the 6th International Mycological Congress.


1996
Member of the Scientific Programme of the Second International Symposium on Flower Bulbs, Israel.


1997
Member, International Programme Committee, Golden Jubilee, Indian Phytopathological Society.


1997
Chairman, organizing committee of the XIVth Plant Protection Congress, Jerusalem.


1997
Member, Scientific Committee of the 10th Congress of Mediterranean Phytopathological Union.


1997
Advisor, national project on methyl bromide alternatives, Morocco.


1998
Co-organizer of the Binational USA-Israel Workshop on Management of Soilborne Pathogens, Ramat Rachel, Israel.


2000
Co-organizer of the International Symposium on Soil Disinfestation, Italy. 


2001
Member of the Scientific Committee of the Congress of the Mediterranean Phytopathological Union.


2004
Organizer of a Symposium at the 15th International Congress of Plant Protection, Beijing. 


2004

Member, scientific committee, International Symposium on Soil Disinfestation 





(Corfu, Greece).

2004
Member of the International Advisory Committee of a Symposium on Integrated Management, Beijing

2004 
Member of Committee of Workshop on Methyl Bromide Alternatives. Rehovot. 

2008
Vice-President, The 10th International Congress of Plant Pathology. Torino, Italy. 

2009
Member of the scientific committee of the International Symposium on Soil Disinfestation, Louvain, Belgium. 
2011
Co-organizer of the Keynote session on Pest Management, The 10th International Congress of Plant Pathology, to be held in Beijing, 2013.

2012
Member of the Scientific Committee of the International Symposium of Soil Disinfestation, to he held in Torino, 2014.

2013
Co-organizer of the session on Innovative Disease Control, The International Congress of Plant Pathology, Beijing.

2016
Member of the International Scientific Committee of the Center for Fertilization and Plant Nutrition (including Plant Protection).

6.
Invited Lectures in international confrences

1973
Presented an invited lecture at The Second International Phytopathological Congress, St. Paul, Minnesota, USA.


1974
Presented and invited Introductory Lecture in the session of Plant Protection in the XIX International Horticultural Congress, Warsaw, Poland.


1974
Presented an invited lecture at the International Symposium on 'Higher Education of Plant Protection', Bath, England.


1979
Presented an invited lecture at the IX International Congress of Plant Protection, Washington, DC.


1980
Keynote speaker at the 5th MPU, International Congress, Patras, Greece.


1981
Presented an invited lecture at the Institute of Plant Pathology, Cairo, Egypt, starting a joint project on soil solarization.


1983
Presented an invited lecture at the Fourth International Congress of Plant Pathology, Melbourne, Australia.


1983
Presented an invited lecture at the Second International Symposium on Soil Disinfestation at Leuvein, Belgium.


1984
Keynote speaker at the National Meeting on Protected Crops at Crete, Greece.


1984
Presented an invited lecture at the 6th International Conference, Brighton, UK.


1984
Presented an invited lecture at the 6th MPU International Congress, Cairo, Egypt.


1988
Invited speaker at the NATO Advanced Research Workshop on: The Interaction of Genetic and Environmental Factors in the Development of Vascular Wilt Diseases of Plants, at Athens, Greece.


1988
Invited speaker at the annual meeting of the British Phytopathological Society, Reading, UK.


1989
Invited speaker at the Pesticides and Alternatives Symposium, Crete, Greece.


1989
Keynote speaker to the International Symposium on New Application of Solar Energy in Agriculture, Syracuse, Italy.


1991
Invited Speaker at the NATO Advanced Research Workshop on Biological Control.


1991
Keynote speaker at workshop on biological control in Brazil.


1992
Invited speaker at the National Meeting of the Italian Crop Protection Society.


1992
Invited speaker at the Binational British-Israeli meeting on "Nonchemical Approaches for Disease and Pest Control", Wellsbourne, UK.


1992
Keynote speaker at the meeting of the Plant Protection Society of Portugal.


1992
Keynote speaker at the national meeting of the Plasticulture Association, Manzanillo, Mexico.


1993
Invited speaker at the sixth International Congress of Plant Pathology, Montreal, Canada.


1994
Keynote speaker at the meeting on “Soilborne Plant Pathogens”, at Stellenbosch, South Africa.


1994
Keynote speaker at the International Congress on “Plastics in Agriculture”, at Verona, Italy.


1994
Invited speaker at the International Workshop on “Nonconventional Control of Plant Parasitic Nematodes and Soilborne Diseases. Ma’aleh Ha’hamishah, Israel.


1994
Invited speaker at the Conference on on “Modern Agriculture and the Environment”, Rehovot, Israel.


1995
Keynote speaker at the Global Conference on “Advances in Plant Diseases and their Management” held in Udaipur, India.


1996
Invited Speaker at the International Conference on “Biological Control of Plant Diseases” Beijing, China.


1996
Presented an invited lecture at the International Symposium on Polymeric Materials, Tel Aviv, Israel.


1997
Presented a plenary lecture in the framework of CIPA Congress on Plastics, Tel Aviv, Israel.


1997
Invited speaker at the 10th Congress of Mediterranean Phytopathological Union, Montpellier, France.


1997
Invited speaker at the Golden Jubilee International Conference of the Indian Phytopathological Society, New Delhi, India.


1998
Invited speaker at the Workshop on Management of Soilborne Pathogens, Ramat Rachel, Israel.


1998
Keynote speaker, international meeting on Biological Control, Buenos Aires, Argentina.


1999
Keynote speaker, International Congress on Innovation in Agriculture, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.


1999
Invited speaker, The XIV International Plant Protection Congress, Jerusalem, Israel.


1999
Invited speaker, at the Conference on Biological Control of Fusarium, Dijon, France.


1999
Keynote speaker, International Conference on Plant Protection, Braganca, Portugal.


1999
Invited speaker, International Conference on Agriculture and the Environment, Rehovot, Israel.


2000
Keynote speaker, the opening lecture in the International Symposium on Chemical and Nonchemical Soil Dinfestation, Torino, Italy.


2000
Invited speaker, The European Congress of Plant Pathology. Sicily. Italy.

2002
Keynote speaker at the 25th anniversary of the Greec Phytopathological Society, Athens.


2002
Invited speaker at the International Horticultural Congress, Toronto.


2003

Invited speaker at the 8th International Congress of Plant Pathology, New Zealand.


2003
Invited to present a series of lectures at the International Course of Plant Pathology at Torino University, Torino.


2003 
Keynote speaker on “Integrated approach for soil disinfestation”, at the annual meeting on Methyl Bromide Alternatives, Roma.


2004
Invited Speaker, International Symposium on Soil Disnfestation (Corfu, Greece).

2004

Invited Speaker on "The difficulties in introducing nonchemical alternatives" at 

International Symposium on "Integrated Management", Beijing.

2004
Invited lecture at the meeting of the Brazilian Phytopathological Society, Brazil

2006
Keynote address, Congress of the Mediterranean Phytopathological Union, Rhodos, Greece.

2007
Invited speaker at the Tomato Disease Conference, Turkey.

2008
Invited speaker at the International Congress of Plant Pathology, Torino, Italy.

2009
Keynote speaker on "Soil health", the International Symposium on Soil Disinfestation, Belgium. 

2010
Invited speaker at the Plant Disease Management Symposium, Torino, Italy.

2011
Invited speaker, The Biofumigation and Biopesticides Symposium, Saskatoon, Canada.

2012
Invited lecture in the framework of CIPA Congress on Plastics, Tel-Aviv, Israel.

2014
Keynote lecture on "Integrated pest management in connection with soil disinfestation", The International Symposium on Soil Disinfestation, Torino.

Chaired sessions at International Conferences and Congresses and presented seminars at universities and research institutes.

 7.
Editorial (past and present)

1.
Editor-in-Chief, Phytoparasitica (2004-2014) 


2.
Editor, 'Plant Pathology' (UK)


3.
Editor, 'Agricultura Mediterranea' (Italy)


4.
Editor,, 'Phytopathologia Mediterranea (Italy)


5.
Member of the Editorial Advisory Board, Biocontrol Science and Tecnology (UK)


6.
Associate Editor: Journal of Plant Pathology (Italy)


7.
Editorial Board, Crop Protection (UK)
8. Activities at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

1972-1975
Member of the Teaching Committee of the Faculty of Agriculture.


1973-1975
Chairman, Plant Protection Interdevelopmental Teaching Studies.


1979-1982
Chairman of the University Farm Committee.


1981-1982
Chairman, the Graduate Student Committee.


1983-1986
Chairman, Research Committee (Deputy Dean for Research).


1986-1989
Head, Department of Plant Pathology and Microbiology.


1988
Member of the Central Committee for Academic Promotion.


1989
Member of the Central Committee for Planning Life Sciences Studies.


1992
Chairman, Academic Committee of the Center for Agricultural Research in Arid and Semi-Arid Lands.


1993
Chairman, Post-Doctoral Fellowship Committee.


1995
Member, the Academic Committee, The Harry S. Truman Research Institute of the Advancement of Peace.


1995
Member, The Central Committee for Promotion.


1997
Member of the Board of the Authority of Research and Development of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.


1999

Member of the Central Committee of Academic Promotion in Life Sciences.


2001-2004
Member of the Central Committee of Academic Promotion (for Tenure).


2008

Special appointment as a member of the Research Committee.

2009

Member of the Scientific Advisory Committee in the University Center of 





Excellence in Environment at Health.

 2014

Chairman, Faculty of Agriculture Alumni.
 9.
Graduate Students Supervision

Since the appointment as a lecturer in 1969, J. Katan supervised or is supervising over 70 M.Sc. and  Ph.D. students (alone or jointly with other Faculty members). Postdoctoral fellows, visiting scientists and visiting graduate students also actively participate in Katan's team.

10.
Courses given by J. Katan

1.
Introduction to Plant Pathology (partially)


2.
Plant Pathology in greenhouses and the open field (partially).


3.
Biology of Soil-Borne Diseases


4.
Pro-seminar (scientific reading and writing - partially).


5.
Special topics in Plant Pathology.

11.
Member in Learned Societies

1.
Israel Phytopathological Society (Israel)


2.
American Phytopathological Society (USA)


3.
Mediterranean Phytopathological Union (Italy)


4.
International Society of Horticultural Sciences (Belgium)


5.
British Mycological Society (UK)


6.
American Association for the Advancement of Sciences (USA)

12. Research grants

J. Katan research was or  is supported by grants for competitive projects from international and national sources. These include: Binational USA-Israel Agricultural Research and Development Fund (BARD), Binational Science Foundation (USA-Israel), AID-USA (MERC), EU projects; Israeli Academy of Sciences, Chief scientist (Ministry of Agriculture), Chief scientist (Ministry of Environment), growers associations, Industry and others. Some of these grants were in cooperation with scientists from other countries, e.g. USA, Egypt, Italy, UK, France, Belgium, Spain, with Palestinians, as well as with scientists form Israel.



13.
 Publications


Published (alone or with others) over 270 publications including over 80 invited chapters or reviews and 10 books or manuals; and over 170 articles in refereed journals. In addition, over 250 miscellaneous publications (Abstracts, local publications in Hebrew etc.), were also published. Among others, he co-edited books on Soil Solarization with J.E. DeVay (1991), and with A. Gamliel (2012) and with M.L. Gullino and A. Garibaldi on Fusarium Wilts (2012). 
14.  LANGUAGES


Hebrew, English, Arabic, French
